Tish’a Be’ab Reading

Read through the end of Moshe’s first speech 4:25-40. As you read fill in the table below
to find the structure of this section.

Contents Pesukim, Perek 4
Negative Warning - Sin 25-
Punishment
Repentance
Positive Inspiration - 40

What is the central message of the Negative Warning part? (Is it really so negative after
all?)

What is the central message of the Positive Inspiration part?

Why do you think this section was chosen as the morning Torah reading for Tish’a
Be’ab?

Here is the source from the Gemara for our custom to read these pesukim on Tish’a
Be’ab. Notice that the Tannaim had different opinions about what to read and it was only
during the time of the Abaye, the Amora, that our custom became accepted.
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Look up the pesukim suggested by the Tannaim for the Torah reading and look at their
contexts. Does the portion that we read contain the same message just in different words
or is it a fundamentally different message? How does this background help you
understand why this section way chosen?

Rambam codified this custom for all generations:
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