Sending Away the Mother Bird

Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed I111:48

Since the desire of procuring food necessitates the killing of animals, the Torah
commands that this should be done as painlessly as possible. It is not allowed to torment
the animal the animal by slitting the throat in a clumsy manner, by stabbing or by cutting
of a limb while the animal is alive. It is also prohibited to kill an animal with its young on
the same day to prevent people from killing the two together in such a manner that the
young is slain in the sight of the mother for the suffering of animals under such
circumstances is very great...and does not differ from that of man since a mother’s love
and tenderness for her child is not consequent upon reason, but upon the activity of the
imaginative faculty, which is found in most animals just as it is found in man. In most
cases this will lead to people leaving everything alone, for what may be taken is in most
cases not fit to be eaten. If the law takes into consideration these pains of the soul in the
case of beasts and birds, what will be the case with regards to the individuals of the
human species as a whole?
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This Mitzvah is also explained based on the law “Do not slaughter an animal and its child
on the same day” (Lev 22:28). The reason for both is so that we don’t develop a cruel
heart to the point that we don’t have mercy. Alternatively, the verse does not allow us to
slaughter and uproot the species even if it allows slaughter of part of the species. The one
who kills the mother and the child on the same day or takes them together is similar to
making the species extinct...
The Almighty’s does not pity the animal to the point that we are prevented form using
them for our needs. Otherwise He would have forbidden us their slaughter. the reason
however for the prohibition is to teach us compassion and the avoidance of cruelty.
Butchers and slaughterers become hardened to suffering by their occupation...These
precepts of not slaughtering the mother and young on the same day and sending away the
mother are not inspired by feelings of consideration for their suffering but are decrees to
inculcate humanity in us.



